Astronomy

                                                                                     Course Syllabus

              
        Instructor:  R. Hibbard
Text:  Foundations of Astronomy, 6th edition

Author:  Michael A. Seeds

· Ch. 1 --The Scale of the Cosmos
· What is astronomy?

· What’s out there?

· How big is everything? (Scale)
· How do we measure everything?

· *Computer Software for Astronomy
· *Ch. 1 Quiz

· Ch. 2--The Sky
· How do we study astronomy?

· How do we study the sky?

· *Constellation Project

· Why does the sky look the way it looks and do what is does?

· *Celestial Sphere Project

· *Ch. 2 Test

· Ch. 4--The Origin of Modern Astronomy
· What was the origin of astronomy?

· How did we learn what we now know?

· Who were some of the great minds/cultures and what sacrifices did they make?

· What were some of the early models of the universe?

· *PowerPoint Universe Models
· Ch. 5--Newton, Einstein, & Gravity
· Galileo and Newton--Physics

· What are Einstein’s theories?

· *Ch. 4-5 Test
· Ch. 8--The Sun
· What is the sun and does it work?

· Why is it important?

· How does it affect life and the rest of the solar system?

· *The Inner Light--video reflection paper
· Ch. 8 Test
· Ch. 20--The Origin of the Solar System
· Early beliefs

· The origin of matter

· *Hypothesis creations--group project
· How did our solar system form?

· What makes up our solar system?
· Extra-Solar planets

· *Ch. 20 Test
· Ch. 24 & 25--The Jovian Planets and Pluto
· Ch. 26--Meteorites, Asteroids, and Comets
· Final Projects
***Vocabulary quizzes and additional quizzes or work may added throughout the semester.

***Syllabus may be changed at the discretion of the teacher to fit scheduling needs.
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